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FAJIHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUHCIL. 


Town  Hall; 
PADIHAM, 


.  ,  -  .  .  ',v\  26th  June,  1953. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  WWn  Dis'tfic'l'riCounoil  ef  Padiham. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  ^  ^  ^ 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  twenty  seventh  Annual  Report 
dealing  with  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  Padiham  during  I952. 


Acting^ on  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  this  will 
be  an  interim  report,  confined  to  essential  or  urgent  matters  which 
have  affected  the  Public  Health  during  the  year,  such  as,  overcrowding 
sanitation,  distribution  bf  clean  food  and  outbreaks  of  infectious 
diseases  etc. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population:-  Estimated  population  in  1952 

To t al  • 

Number  of  live  births  registered:  ” — ^ 

Legi/tiSate  ’  I65 

Illegitimate  8 

ITT" 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 


Number  of  stillbirths.-  -  Males  3.  Females  2, 
Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 


Number  of  deaths  registered:-  80  Males.  68  females.  Total  I48 
)  Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  Crude  14*7 
L  Adjusted  13.I 


Maternal  Mortality-.  - 

Deatns  rrom  pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion,  etc.  -  Nil 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  -  Nil 


Infant  deaths: - 

^  ""  Numoer  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age:- 

Males  -  Nil.  Females  -  2.  -  2 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1,000 

live  births  -  12 

Pr-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  -  6 


Death  rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  . 0130 

Death  rate  from  Cancer  and  Malignant  Diseases .  2.39 

Causes  of  death;- 

t 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  3  i' 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  1  ^ 

Malignant  disease  of  stomach  3 

Malignant  disease  of  lungs  6 

Malignant  disease  of  breast  1 

Other  maligreut  diseases  I4 


- 

10,050. 

Males . 

Females 

76 

0  * 

87 

1 

H. 

-  Crude 

Adjusted 

17.0 

17.7 

Total 

2 
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Causes  of  death  continued: - 


Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 
’Coronary  diseases,  Angina  etc. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  diseases 
Other  circulartory  diseases 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Ulcer  of  stomach,  duodenum  etc. 
nephritis 
Prostatic  disease 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 
All  other  accidents  (apart  from  Motor  Vehicles) 

Suicide 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Unemplojyment  unf ortuneately  occurred  during^ the  year  and  Padiham 
was  in  the  unhappy  position  of  heading  the  district  in  the  number 
unemployed . 

This  unemployment  was  confined  to  Cotton  Operatives. 

Most  of  the  Mills  in  Padiham  are  running  their  own  canteens 
and  these  should  be  encouraged  and  used  more  than  they  are,  by  the 
workers . 

A  lot  of  absenteeism  could  be  wiped  out  if  speoial  catering ^ 
could  be  adopted  for  people  suffering  from  Duodenal  Ulcer,  Gastritis 
and  nephritis  and  Diabetes  Iiellitus. 

The  County  Council  has  control  of  three  nurseries  in  the  district 
where  children  under  school  age  of  woman  engaged  in  industry  are  well  „ 
looked  after. 

In  times  of  epidemics,  stricter  supervision  of  the  children  - 
attending  these  nurseries  is  essential  and  the  provision  of^an 
obsejTvation  room  in  each  nursery  would  help  to  reduce  the  risk  of 
spreading  infection. 

All  the  schools  in  the  district  provide  dinners  for  the  scholars 

and  this  also  is  to  highly  commended. 

be 

In  connection  with  the  welfare  of  the  old  people,  a  voluntary 
association  has  been  set  up  and  is  doing  valuable  work  such  as 
letter  writing,  doing  shopping  where  necessary,  and  giving  advice  and 
arranging  for  domestic  help  in  cases  of  sickness. 

On  the  whole  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  has  been  remarkably 
good  during  the  year,  and  so  far  as  recreations  are  concern^,  full 
advantage  was  taken  of  all  the  facilities  controlled  by  the  Iiocal  ) 
..•^hor  ity  and  the  various  Sunday  Schools,  I 

? .  SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY;-  The  water  supply  has  been  good  both  in  quality  and 
4bantiuy .  nuhemioally  and  bacteriologically  the  water  has  been  much 
better  than  in  previous  years. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  the  bacteriological  and 
chemical  examinations  carried  out  on  one  of  the  many  occasions  in 
1952:- 


3. 


’yVATER  SUPPLY  CONTimJED:^ 

Aerobic  micro-organisms  growing  in  No.  of  colonies  per.c.c,  of 
yeastral  agar-in  2  days  at  37^ ♦  water  -  1. 

Probable  number  of  Coliform  Bacilli  per  loO  c.c,  of  water  -  Nil. 


Hardness:  Temporary  8 

Permanent  21 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  0#1 
Alkalinity  as  CaCOj  8 

Total  Solids  85 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Houses  -  P.H.A . . . 

Houses  -  H.A . . . . . 

Complaints* . * . *  •  • . . 

Common  Xrodging  House . . . . . . . . 

Pactori  . . . . .  . . 

Wcr  kshops  •  . . . . . . . 

Infectious  Disease  Cases . .i. . . 

Rodent  Control,  •  . . .  . . . . *  •  • . 

Shops  Act . .  . . . .  f . .  * 

Revisits  to  property  under  notice* . . . 

Bakehouses . . . . . . . . 

Fried  fish  sh»ps . . . . 

Butchers  ships....* . * . 

Market . . . . . 

Ice-cream  pnemises*. . . . . . 

Dairies,  Ciwsheds  and  Milkshops . . . . . . . 

Tinned  fiods  and  other  articles  of  food . 

Samples  -  Food  &  Dmags . . . . 

Houses  after  disinfection........ . 

Houses  after  disinfestation . 

Miscellaneous . 

Interviews  m  th  owners  etc . 

TOTAL . 


DERATISATION  AND  DISINTFESTATION. 

1  /|j|  properties  were  inspected  for  alleged  rodent  infestation  and 
70  of  these  v;ere  treated  by  the  rodent  operator.  Sausage  rusk  to 
which  is  added  Zinc  Pnosphide  is  used  for  bait  purposes,  and 
tooasionally  damp  bfead  mash  bait  and  Arsenous  Oxide  poison. 

llO  premises  were  dealt  with  for  vermin,  one  for  bugs,  three 
for  cockroaches  and  six  for  fleas. 

INSPBCTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

All  the  activities  associated  with  the  inspection  and 
supervision  of  Food  have  been  closely  watched  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  during  the  year. 

Tnere  were  no  oases  of  genuine  food  poisoning  during  the  year. 


CHHvHCAL  EKAMINATIONS:- 


Colour  None 

Appeareuioe  Clear  &  Bright 

Taste  "c'j  None 

Odour  None 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  0.05 
Nitrogen:  Free  &  Saline  O.oA 
Albuminoid  O.Op 

Nitrous  OiQOl 

Nitric  0.8 


il 

BAI^IiHOUSJS . 


The  number  of  bakehouses  tn  the  register  is  I5,  and  these  have 
been  regularly  visited.  No  tontraventions  were  noted. 

ME/IT  REGULATIONS. 

These  have  been  closely  watched  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
during  the  year  and  nov contraventions  were  noted. 


DAIRIES  AND  COWSH]EDS. 

All  the  dairies  and  cowsheds  were  periodically  inspected. 


No.  of  premises  registered  as  dairies  lO 

No.  of  premises  registered  as  distributors  of  milk  35 

No.  of  dealers  licensed  to  use  special  designation 

—  -  (Tuberculin  Tested)  5 

No.  of  dealers  licensed  to  use  special  designation 

'  '  ‘  (pasteurised)  9 

No.  of  dealers  licensed  'to  use  special  designation' 

(Sterilised)  S7 

No.  of  dealers  granted  supplementary  Licenses  '  2 


FOOD  PREPARATION. 


Regular  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  t«  food  preparing  premises 
and  advise  was  given  when  found  necessary. 

No.  of-  premi  ses  registered  for  the  sale  •  ••  ' 

or  manufacture  of  ice-cream  23 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  the  preparation  tr 
manufacture  of  Sausages,  Potted,  Pressed, 

Pickled  or  Preserved  foods  16 

No.  of  fresh  registrations  during  the  year  3 

■  '  :>EEENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  following  offensive  trades  are  in  existence  in  the  area: - 


Tripe  Boiler  *  ^ 

Size  Maker  1 

Fish  Friers  13 

These  premises  were  regularly  inspected  during  the  year, 

•  COmON  LODGING  HOUSES. 


Tnere  is  one  c^xiimon  lodging  house  in  the  area  and  this  was 
inspected  on  16  ©ocasions  during  the  year.  It  is  to  be  noted  that 

although’  efforts  were  made  to  keep  the  prenases  up  to  the  required 
^rtnndard,  a  lot  im^re  could  be  done. 

SMOKE  OBSERVATION. 


No  serious  smoke  nuisances  were  observed  during  the  year,  although 
it  was  found  :iecessary  to  visit  several  factories  to  draw  attention 
to  the  emission  of  black  smoke.  Three  informal  notices  were  sent 
out. 


HOUSING. 


a)  ' 

No.  of 

new  houses  erected  during  the  year 

40 

t>) 

No;  of 

houses  erected 

under  the  various  atts;- 

1) 

Housing  Act, 

1919  .  . 

31 

2) 

Housing  Act, 

1923/24 

170 

3) 

Housing  Act, 

1930/36 

228 

4) 

Housing  Act, 

1936/46 

21 

5) 

Housing  Act, 

1946/51 

126 

TOTAL . 

576 

OVERCROTOIHG. 

1) 

No.  of 

cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

year 

9 

2) 

No .  of 

cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

'  year 

3 

5) 

No.  of 

persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

16 

HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

Preliminary  surveys  show  that  63  houses  are  at  present  suitable 
for  consideration  as  individually  unfit  houses,  and  that  246  will  fall 
under  the  same  category  after  10  years* 

To  give  an  indication  of  the  extent  of  the  shortage  of  houses,  it 
is  only  necessary  to  state  that  there  are  135  families  in  lodgings  i.e 
59  married  couples  49  with  1  child  -  22  with  2  children  -  2  with  3 
children  and  5  with  4  children. 

There  are  also  lO?  aged  persons  seeking  1  bedroom  bungalows. 


Housing  schemes  are  in  progress  to  try  and  alleviate  these 
conditions • 


PREVALENCE  OP  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  * 

1952  was  a  more  or  less  normal  year  and  nothing  abnormal  in 
regard  to  infectious  diseases  was  noted. 

Diphtheria  was  again  conspicuous  by  its  abs^ence,  and  I  think  we 
can  thank  all  the  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  district  for  their 
loyal  co-operation  in  immunising  the  children  and  keeping  up  our  good 
record. 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than 
is)  were  reported  during  the  year;- 

Scarlet  F'ever 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Erysipelas 

Chicken  Pox 

TOTAL 


Tuberculos 


3-3 

42 

9 

1 

11 

7^ 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

4  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  pulmonary  in  type  were  reported  during 
the  year. 


k 

r 

f 


6. 

QPKTHALIvaA  NEONATORTO. 

No  cases  were  reported  during  the  year. 


In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  point  6ut  that  during  the  year 
Padiham  welcomed  the  visit  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and 
the  Chief  County  Sanitary  Inspector  on  an  official  inspection  of  the 
area*  All  the  sanitary  conditions  were  reviewed  and  inspected,  also 
our  housing  conditions,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  all  the  efforts 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  to  carry  gut  our  duties 
faithfully  were  approved. 

I  would  like  torfendor  thanks  to  the  Clerk  bf  the  Council  and 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  their  oo-operatiwn  and  services  rendered 
during  the  year. 


I  am. 


Ladies  and  dentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
d’.W.;.  PORSYTHE, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


